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INTER-ARAB AFFAI?S 


BACKGROUND OF IRAQI-IRANIAN CONFLICT REVIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 28 Dec 79 p 14 


Article: “Baghdad Brings Up the Arab-Farsi Dispute, and Teheran Shows 
Some Flexibility!” 


Text Nine sonths before the name Ayatollah Khomeini flashed out in the 
international press, and before the Iraqi government imposed a ban on his 
political activity while he was staying at al-Najaf during the July 1978 
festivals, a French information deiegation including a television crew came 
to Baghdad to cover the celebrations. The day after the French delegation 
arrived in the Iraqi capital, one of the television crew members pulled out 
of his pocket a piece of paper on which a certain address was written, and 
gave it to the escort assigned to the delegation by the Iraqi Information 
Ministry so that he could direct his. The escort did #0, without it ever 
occurring to him that thie even would stir up an international uproar, for 
very few people had ever heard of Khomeini. 


The French television journalist went with a team from his delegation to the 
address given his and conducted an important interview with Khomeini--his 
first appearance to the outside world. But the interview was not broadcast, 
It was stored away in the French television archives and the Iraqi author- 
ities did not learn of it, inasmuch as the escort did not notice anything 
out of the ordinary but assumed that he was performing a touristic duty. 


The person in Paris who gave the address to the French journalist was Sadegh 
Ghotbzadeh, who now holds the post of foreign minister in addition to being 
responsible for the Guidance Ministry which includes radio and television, 
and who was on Khomeini’s original staff, 


Fully 9 months after this incident, when the Baghdaa government had banned 

Khomeini’s activity in accordance with a good neighbor policy with Lran 

in implementation of the Algiers agreement provisions, the Paris television 
segment was dusted off ami ocroadcast, and it caused quite a reverberation. 

The Iraqi government ioet its mind, thinking that there wes some deficiency 
in the functioning of its agencies that French television could penetrate. 

A crisis almost occurred between Baghdad and Paris, although the investiga- 
tion conducted iamediately by Iraqi authorities confirmed beyond doubt 








that the interview was an oid one and had been comucted in the manner sen- 
tioned 9 months earlier! 


It appears that Sadegh GhotdDsadeh, who has good relations with the Syrians 
and harbors more than one grudge against the present regime in Iraq, had 
achieved a certain reputation for following ani observing Iraqi information 
ami understanding its motivations, especial.y Iragi information in Paris 
ani London, where GhotdDsadeh aoved about with complete freedom. Whenever a 
news item, commentary or investigation of lran appeared during the final 3 
years of the Shah's reign, whether against or in favor of the Shah, Chotb- 
tacdeh would try to find out whether it was inspired by Baghdad or was just 
a journalistic sortie expressing nothing more than its author's opinion. 
However, he carried out this inspection very ainutely. 


In spite of al the phenomena accompanying the recent lranian-American cri- 
sis, and in spite ci Iran's interference in soae Arab affairs, Baghdad re- 
mins Teheran’s greatest bugaboo, and it is sore watchful towards lIrag than 
anywhere eise. Therefore, it is not strange that lranian-lragi relations 
rave Sunk So iow that last week irag almost severed its relations with Iran 
completely, especialiy now that Sadegh Ghotbzaden has taken the hela of 
Xhomeini's diplomacy. 


A.tho -n some mediators between the two capitais Deileve that the worsening 
of th crisis Detween the two is the entry point for mutual understanding in 
the i: @ rum, in the Short run the currently prevailing atmosphere does not 
augur that. What has attracted the attention of observers and sediators 


is that the Llragis are speaking from a position of strength, especially since 


those to whom mediation with Teheran is suggested cay that iran is the one 
who ought to want mediation! 


This was confirmed when Baghdad, speaking through Iraqi Deputy Prime Minis- 
-er Tariq "Aziz in a press conference in which he comprehensively reviewed 
nis country’s policy towards Iran, threatened to sever relations with Tehe- 
ran if the Iranian authorities did not release the Iraqi students detained 
in Tran; the Iranian authorities lost no time in releasing the detained 
ITragis, and began to show some flexibility towards its neighbor, 


it can be concluded from the review of the situation presented by Tariq 
‘agie that the relations between the two countries could return to normal 
once iran stops interfering in Irag’s internal affairs. This is the first 
official Iragi reference to Iranian interference in Iraq. it appears that 
fazhdead nad discussed that openly after it was proven to them that Iraa 
had a hand in setting off the bloody incidents in the courtyard of the imas 
‘Al! Mosque in Karbala’ during the Ashura’ celebrations, where there was a 
massacre the victias of which were said to number sore than 15 dead, not 
to mention the wounded, 


n the [ranians’ estimation, what the Iragis want is to prevent iran fros 
intertering not only in Iraq's affairs but in all Arab affairs, by stating 














the problem as being an Arab-Farsi one, as the lragi deputy prime sinister 
Said. The Iranians say that the problem lies not in Iran's interfering in 
Arab affairs, or in Gulf affairs to be precise, but is a problem between 
the Arad Islamic peoples and their rulers, and that it is only natural for 
the people to see hope and support in the Islauic revolution in Iran. 


But Tariq ‘Aciz accused Iran of bad intentioms when it broadcast news that 
the Iraqi forces had launched an attack on Iranian territory at the peak 
of the crisis between Teheran and Washington, so that lraqg would appear to 
Arad and world public opinion as serving American political purposes! 


On this point the Iraqis have expressed the broader viewpoint that it is 
Iranian measures in the crisis with America which are serving American plans, 
since they aive America the excuse it was looking for to undertake military 
action in the region, or at isast increase its military presence, thereby 
threatening to ignite ihe whole region. 


lraqi rage at Iran's fervor for the fundamental Arab cause--the Palestinian 
\ssue--is also based on a theory which enters into the framework of the 
Arabd-Farsi struggle as explained by Teheran. The Iragis say that Iran can- 
not be Arad in Palestine ami expansionist Farsi in the Gulf. If its fervor 
for the Arab cause is sincere and real, the only thing it has to do to 
prove that is to give up the three Arab islands in the Gulf (Abu-Musa and 
the Greater and Lesser Tunbs) which the Shah occupied, and tvturn to recog- 
miging iraqi sovereignty over the whole Shatt al-‘Arab, which is a historic 
sovereignty dating back to the treaty of 1930, part of which Iraq was forc- 
ed to relinguish. Iran should also renounce any claims to Bahrain. 


lran's excuse to the Arabs about these matters is extremely weak, but some 
anti-lraqi lranian officials say that the Iragi government is politically 
exploiting this issue. They ask why Irag did not defend the islands when 
the Shah occupied them, They say that Iraq's renunciation of part of its 
sovereignty over the Shatt al-‘Arab was not because of the October War and 
Iraq's being forced to take part in the war on the Syrian front, because 
this renunciation happened 2 years after the October War and for purely 
Txeagi reasons, pertaining to the Kurdish revolt in northern Iraq. The 
[ragis exchanged their sovereignty over the Shatt al-'Arab for sovereignty 
over the Kurdish region! 


An iranian religious man told a lebanese deputy who was trying to find out 
his response to Iraq's bringing up the problem with Iran, “The lragis are 
the ones who are provoking us, and the greatest provocation is that they 
allow a non-Moulem (meaning Tariq ‘Agiz) to present their anti-lranian view- 
point!” When the Lebanese deputy said to hia, “It is true that the Iraqi 
society is Iisiamic, but it is also true that the Iraqi covernment is a sec- 
ular one and the [ragi state nas always been a quasi-secular state,” the 
religious man answered, “And what is secularism except hostility towards 

ig ias?” 
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INTE K-AKAB AFFAIKS 


PAPER SEES U.S. IRRFSOLUTE BEFORE SOVIET EXPANSIONISM 


vondon AL-HAKADITH in Arabic 4 Jan 80 p 8 


Article by Salim al-Lawzi: “Soviet Boots Tramp Their kav *© warm 


: 


Text The Soviet military intervention in Afghanistan has cc2- 
firmed once more that there are no stable and definitive boundar: 
ies to international detente, for Afghanistan is not one of the 
ocialist countries which agreed at the Yalta Conference to be 

nc .uded in the Soviet bloc, on which the Kremlin leaders conse- 
juentiy nad the right to impose the pax Sovietica, as they did in 
jungary in 1956 and in Czechoslovakia in 1968. If their might had 
peen able to extend into the ruling Communist regime in Yugoslavia, 
then in Romania, and found stronger ailies, capable of confronting 
lito and Ceausescu, they would have repeated the military experi- 
ence which they had in Budapest and Prague. 


urine the past 10 vears, it used to be said that the limits of 
the detente between Moscow and washington were controlled by the 
balance of nuclear terror. They used to set flexible limits and 
laws on these boundaries, saying, for example, that placing Soviet 
rockets in Cuba was a trespass of the bounds of tolerability which 
sust be corrected and that the intervention of the Soviets in 
Anwola, Ethiopia, and Aden, even through the Cubans and East Ger- 
mans, was a blow below the belt which should not be repeated. As 
tor the direct military operation in which the Soviet army enpapred 
in Afghanistan, it is a clear and manifest penetration of the 
ceiling of international detente, which the existence of a treaty 
of triendship between Moscow and Kabul does not warrant, nor does 
he excuse that the Islamic Afghan government was menacing the 
southern security of the Soviet Union and having bad effects on 

the millions of Moslems of whom the Soviet Islamic republics con- 
sist. The truth and the facts indicate that the Soviets are expan- 
ding their sphere of influence according to precise calculations of 
the military changes in the balance of power between themselves and 
the United States in particular and betweer themselves and the west 


‘ 


hur eans in peneral. 








Ihe balance of power rests not only on the number of interconti- 
nental missiles which carry nuclear vombs, the nwnaber of aircraft, 
the tleets, and the armies, but also on the psycholorical state 

ot the adversary. When the Americans’ will to fight was strong, 
the Soviets wavered, as they did in Berlin after the erd of the 
war, in Azerbaijan, in Greece, then in Cuba, an’ in the Middle East 
more than once. But when the will to fight ir the United States 
spirit diminishes, the Soviets push the boundaries of detente past 
all the charters, divisions, and spheres of influence which were 
agreed on previously. 


what happened in Kabul is disturbing indeed -—- more disturbing 

than what happened before in Hungary and Czechoslovakia and in 
Aden. The Soviet army intruded on Hafizollah Amin, president of 
the country, who had contracted a treaty of friendship with then, 
then arrested him, then tried him, and then condemned him. fFur- 
thermore, reports affirm that he was tried on paper, that is, the 
execution was performed before the trial, as is the practice of 
progressive revolutionary regimes, They set up a regime and placed 
at its head an agent of their own who had spent the most important 
years of his life in the nations of the Soviet bloc. This they 
did in the name of the friendship treaty which the progreisive 
leaders of the Khalaq Party had contracted (may God have riercy on 
his soul!), and they did not hesitate to describe the government 

of their former agent Hafizollah Amin as having been &- bloody, fas- 
cistic regime which shed the blood of the Afghan people and robbed 
them of their rights (in consideration that they came to restore 
the rights of the Afghan people). 


The prevailing opinion and estimates are that the Americans are 

not disposed to respond to the Soviet military operation in Afghan- 
istan beyond disapproving and criticizing the Soviet expansionist 
policy and the ambitions of the leaders in the Kremlin to reach the 
warm sea and the areas of the petroleum fields in the Middle East. 
But when have protest and criticism ever restored freedom and inde- 
nendence to an occupied country?” 


indeed, the Soviets pgathered the first of the fruits of the absurd 
lismute between the islamic revolution in iran and the administra 
tion of President Carter in Washington. And the rest of the fruits 
are Waiting along the road. 


cso: 480? 








INTER-ARAB TFAJRS 


BRIEFS 


N NSTRUCTLON WORKERS FOR ARAB COUNTRIES--The labor ministries of 
il Arab countries are negotiating with China's Labor Ministry [sic] 
, sending of a large number of Chinese laborers, aged 18 to 35, for 


loyment in construction work. The Chinese otficiais are demanding that 


rkers’ wages, ranging from 170 to 250 pounds sterling per worker per 
mth, id directly to the Chinese Government. The remaining issues be- 
fore t iators include the question of appropriate housing and social 


is, and China's demand that the workers receive free tutoring in the 


; Ihe negotiations are prompted by a desire on the part of 
ilt tates to diversify the ethnic makeup of their foreign 


ct | iPari \L=-MUSTAOBAL in Arabic 22 Dec 79 p 17] 9063 
I Ni ARAB LEAGUE OFF LCE--Ths Secretary General of the Arab Le ague, 
li al-Qulavbi, has decidea to establis cond ottice in Beirut. 
iiormation was disclosed last Friday, following a meet.-g between Mr 
*s representative, Mr Hamadi al-Savd, and Lebanon’ oreign minis- 
. ; Butrus. Despite its precarious situation, the Secretary General 
L] i beirut as an ideal location for carrying out his diplomatic work 
t Middle East. [Ihe Lebanese Government as given its preliminary ap- 
ii t ' idea, put is postpone d discussion of the secret irv'’s other 


ntil he visits Beirut personally. Among these requests is the 
m of granting diplomatic immunity and other priviles.. to the personnel 
il staff the new office. According to informed sources, the Secretary 
il intends to use the Beirut office as a second, non-permanent head- 
iarter for himself and his senior aids. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in 
\rapi yy Der /9 p 17] 1063 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT REACTS TO SPREAD OF ISLAMIC MOVEMENT 


Theis 


= os Bs” 


and 


AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 31 Dec 79-6 Jan 80 pp 21-22 


le by Ahmad al-Zawawi: "Arab Maghreb: ‘Islamic Expansion" Knocks on 


s of Government; Multiplicity of Islamic Associations in Rabat Weakens 


A ‘tions” 


xt] In the few weeks that followed the attack on the Holy Mosque in 

‘a, Moroccan authorities launched a broad campaign of arrests amidst the 
s of the Islamic associations. This campaign encompassed the cities 
some of the nomads. Some people have been released, whereas others were 


detained for questioning and for trial. They were charged with infringing 


ipon 


public safety. No official agency issued a statement regarding this 


impaign which was also ignored by the various official and opposition media. 


se . . 4 
uSiimin, 


misia, Prime Minister Hedi Nouira attacked the Islamic associations. 
uthorities did not hesitate to suppress the leaders of this movement, 


is the director of AL-MUJTAMA' newspaper, nor did they hesitate to har- 
hose who are affiliated with this movement. 
t be said that the “Islamic expansion" or the “Islamic onslaught™ has 


nt the Arad Maghre b. 


ts state that the Islamic movements in Rabat and in Tunis are trying 
1y a role that is cailed coming to power in both countries. But gov- 
nt circles and also the opposition in both countries do not think that 


novements are ettfective. 


ibat is more capable of effecting a confrontation [with the Islamic Move- 


because the royal regime, and specifically King Hasan, has a basic 


rious capacity that enables him to justify western-style modernization 


ne country, the government in Tunis where the regime has a secular crienta- 


resorted to fighting the Ikhwanjiyah--[the reference is to al-Ikhwan 
»)} ws 


he Moslem Brotherhood|]--by directing the imams of the mosques 
which they are affiliated to make speeches that refute their positions. 


[here are numerous Islamic associations in Morocco. Among them, for example, 


he Association of Ordering Good and Forbidding Evil; the Association of 





ae 


Missionary Activity and Communication; the Association of Prayer to God; 

‘ _ » - . . a? ° - ° ° . ° - ' . 
the Dar al-Koran Association; the Yasin Group Association; the Islamic Ba‘ th 
Association; and the Islamic Youth Association. 


Most of these associations pursue their activities openly and are recognized 
by the authorities. But their activities in the mosques are contined to 
[slamic missionary activity that is carried out by young men who grow their 
beards to distinguish themselves trom those who inherited their Islam. This 
lissionary activity is based on praying in the customary procedure; reading 
the Koran; rejecting the heresies that are alien to Islam and the distinc- 
tions |that are perceived] between the Sunna and the Shi'a; uniting Moslems 
in a state that transcends ideologies and regimes; and . riticizing some 
phenomena that they believe demonstrate a moral and a cultural decline, such 
is considering women to be equal to men and [allowing] the sexes to mingle 


socially. 
Morocco’s Condition as They See It 


AL-JAMA'AH Magazine is published by the Yasin Group Association, and Al-NUR 
Magazine is published by the Islamic Ba'th Association. We read the following 
[account] about the situation in Morocco in AL-JAMA'AH: “After God purged 
uur country from the disgrace of colonialism, Morocco was expected to set 
itself on the correct course and to resume Islamic life and return to Islamic 
t what happened was the opposite. This is because the enemy did not 
ur contry until he placed the reins of power in the hands of those 
id grown up in his care. Almost a quarter of a century has elapsed 
ince our independence, and our relations with the non-believers have only 
wn. The methods and the systems that control the institutions of our 
ves are those of the non-believers. Although there is a constitution which 
states that Islam is the religion of the state, we are asking where are the 
inifestations of Islam in our life? Are they in the oppressive laws with 
which we are ruled and to which we appeal? Do the manifestations of Islam 
ike themselves evident in our democratic political system which has resulted 
ill the misfortunes that our society has been experiencing? Who permitted 


’ 
i 


this atheism that is rampant among our young people and these destructive 
nciples that destroy our minds and our consciences to enter into our so- 


ety? Was it not the democratic system that protects the freedom of religion? 
ho opened the door to this sexual chaos that turned Morocco into a nest of 


prostitution that is frequented by people from everywhere? We have shame- 
fully, impudently and recklessly separated religion from life, and we have 
confined Islam to rites of worship and personal affairs. Do we stay in the 
tranquillity of the mosque, or do we go out to the battlefield of the holy 
war? Our society is depraved and corrupt. Is it enough that we move back 
to |considerations of] customary procedures, or whould we fight the holy 
war and carry the banner of Islam? 


“Politics, economics and management are entrusted to an exploitative class 
that has turned its back on its religion. The laws of God are being vio- 
ited; should we be quiet and accept the positive law? Legal opinions are 
impudently published by scholars at evil in our media; do we accept this and 
claim that we are Moslems? Our dealings are based on interest, and taking 


.) 











people's money be deceiving them is the method of our life. Is this what 

ollowing tradition has prepared us tor? Do we pass over this in silence 

or do we fight? Those who are trying to utilize appearances to draw people 

way trom the ways of their prophet are only afraid that Islam may be revived 

in people's hearts through the contacts it makes with the source of life and 
wer, and that is, the love of God and His prophet. Obedience to God and 

the repudiation of obedience to all else is the result of godliness." 


Government Seekers 


ve read [the following account] that emanates from the same religious premise; 
t is about the role of the parties and the role of these associations. 


Islam does not consist of these slogans that are proclaimed by parties to 
deceive, to dissemble and to toy with values. We are seeking the government, 
and] we want to assume the reins of power by means of having the people 

hoose and select. This is what democracy permits, and this is what we 
want. We support democracy and its laws if they are applied without falsifi- 

ation. People will be with us when they get our message. If Moslems must 
prepare themselves tor the responsibility of government, the strength and 
serenity [that such a role requires] do not allow us to be complacent and to 
dilute our Islamic character in the muddle of freedom and the distortion of 
its methods while our Islamic character is being formed. Democracy from this 
islamic perspective is only an entity that is discordant with the nation and 


is in basic conflict with it. This conflict lies in the fact that those who 
ire overseeing the government are out of touch with the people whom they have 


disowned and tried to eradicate. These partial conflicts are sufficient to 
impose imaginary ties upon parts of the organization and upon the basic con- 
flict which would one day sweep away democracy, tribalism and all ideologies. 
The question] that would then be raised is,"Where is Islam?" In this context 
juestions about the means that are necessary to achieve this Islamic ideal are 


‘Establishing an [Islamic society that concerns itself with defending the 

nd citizens is one of those means. The Islamic void 

it exists among the ranks of the workers comes from the fact that they com- 
pare Islamic action and party action. These parties have trade union organ- 
izations that constitute their base, or rather the front which justifies the 
slogan of defending the working people. The principal lines of total Islamic 
iction consist of our organizing ourselves into one Islamic entity through- 
out the country and having an Islamic union." 


While they wait for these organizations to see the light, al-Ikhwan [the 
Moslem Brothers} are being called upon to take the public by the hand and 

to teach them in small groups about piety. [They are being asked to] teach 
them the Islamic books of al-Ikhwan, such as the books of Sayyid Qutb, Sa‘id 
tamadan and others. But open action is the prevailing trend now because "the 
method of violent secret organizing is the method of the ultra-left in the 
ignorant West. In addition, this method provides opportunities for forgery 
ind for taking advantage of the means of control and enforcing obedience." 
The best example of this method is the Islamic Movement in Iran and in Pak- 
istan. 9 








ws OR | ‘ ) > ope ial Situation 


But how far can these associations go? We must first recall the special 
Situation in Morocco. The current Moroccan constitution, like all the 
constitutions that preceded it, stipulates in one of its articles that 
Islam is the state's ofticial religion and that the king is the prince of 
the faithful. That is, he is the primary man of reiigion in the country. 
this explains the strong support he has from the scholars whose power is 


indisputable. 


The sect that is adhered to in Morocco is that of al-Malikiyyah which the 
Moroccan monarch called a factor for unity among all the Moroccans when he 
addressed parliament last October. The speeches of King Hasan the Second 
ibound in references to the Koran and to the prophetic tradition, both of 
which he knows well. King Hasan is continuously trying to reconcile the 
provisions of Islam with the rejuirements of modernization in the context 
of what is called, rightly or wrongly, the liberal policy. At any rate this 
liberalism has its limits. Most Moroccan laws are derived from the more 
modern European legislation, but the personal status law still reflects the 
provisions of Islamic law to a large degree, especially with regard to di- 
vorce cases, polygamy and the rights of women. In the context of this 
rigorous [adherence] to Islam, Moroccan criminal law punishes Moslems who 
iny religion other than Islam or eat ir public during the month of 


idents must spend 2 years studying the Koran. All baccalaureate can- 
ites take an examination in the subject of Islamic education which wil] 
me mandatory. The larger part of philosophy lessons are riow almost 
sased on Islamic thought, and especially on the al-Salafi thought [the 
islamic reform movement founded by Muhammad ‘Abduh in Egypt in the second 
lt of the 19th century]. Professors of this subject are not pleased about 
this matter. A law making alms mandatory to all those who meet the condi- 


— 
“ 


ions of giving alms will soon be enacted. 


ing Hasan the Second is still stating that Islamic socialism which rejects 
xploitative capitalism and atheistic socialism is the best system for 
lorocco. On their part Moroccan opposition parties treat religion as one 
the basic factors of political life. They focus on the revolutionary 
ictors in the religion just as the other Arab parties that are affiliated 
vith the left do. 


he Distant Road 


The mergence of these associations on the Moroccan political scene will not 
much to change the current balance of power in the short range or in the 
ng range. Nor will it bring about an upset in the rules of the political 


‘ame in Morocco. 


religious speech is not as attractive or as persuasive that it rises to 
the level of the aspirations and the hopes of the rajority of the people. 
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li some groups do turn to this speech, the reaction of young people is one 

of rejection, especially since many aspects of this speech bring to mind the 
laim ot men of the cloth who are accused by these groups of convening an- 

nual conterences, just like the parties do, and of issuing resolutions and 

recommendations that are neither here nor there. Even the call to fight 

the maniitestations of corruption can be met by nothing but suspicion. The 
[ranian Revolution, which is portrayed by those people as an example of the 

establishment of an Islamic state is no longer being met with the enthusiams 

that it used to arouse at its inception. 

[hose people are viewed in political circles as people who constitute only 

minority groups that have no political weight when compared with similar asso- 

ciations in the Arab east even though their members and sympathizers are high- 
ly qualified engineers, university professors and attorneys. 


sut the largest obstacle in front of these associations is presented by their 
ultiplicity, their fragmentation and their inability to form themselves into 
me Islamic organization for the entire country. A group that adopts total 
secrecy cannot become assimilated with another worldwide group abroad. This 
would require that it be merged with a local group and that this merger be 
ipproved by the parent organization. This would make containment of these 
groups as well as strikes against them easy. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


ISLAMIC MOVEMENT IN TUNISIA NOT REGARDED AS SERIOUS THREAT 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 31 Dec 79-6 Jan 80 pp 22-23 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Latif al-Furati: "The Opposition and the Government: 
'The Danger’ Is Not at Hand"] 


{Text} After meeting recently with Tunisian president Habib Bourguiba 
Mohamed Sayah, director of the Destourian Socialist Party, which is the 
ruling party and the only party in the country, announced that the Tunisian 
‘resident had advised him to choose “the best and the most beneficial methods 
preserving the national gains and achieving further progress for our 
way from destructive movements and tendencies that seek to assume 


tt while hiding behind false and deceptive slogans.” 
[his was early in December. Immediately afterwards a campaign against the 
Islamic Movement began both in the press of the Destourian Party and in the 
t ) 


diftterent meetings of the party. 


fhe Islamic Movement has been gaining strength for several years and has 

hed its maximum strength in recent months by means of mobilizing large 
numbers of university students and young intellectuals and by means of 
containing fundamental secondary education for years. 


Ihe etfects of the Islamic Movement--it is called al-Ikhwanji Movement in 
Tunisia in reference to al-Ikhwan al-Muslimin, the Moslem Brotherhood-- 
have appeared in various ways. Young men are letting their beards grow; 
there is a return to a kind of veil that resembles what the Christian White 
Sisters use; and different expressions such as “Prayer is the mainstay of 
religion" and "Anyone who does not pray has abandoned his religion” are 
being written on the walls everywhere. [The effects of the Islamic Move- 
ment | have even appeared in defiance to government resolutions and to th: 
policy of the government which has been characterized by secularism ever 
since it came into existence 20 years ago. It had prescribed what resembles 
a separation between religion and the state in spite of the fact that the 
constitution of the state proclaims Islam as the religion of the state. 


this had resuited in a number of reforms that made Tunisia a very progres- 
sive country in the area of personal affairs and tolerance. 











Does the spread of the Islamic Movement signify that the movement wants 
to do away with what has been considered here and abroad--and especially 
in the West--a very significant accomplishment? 


roponents of the movement proclaim that they only want to fight non-Islamix 
phenomena. But talking in depth with them ultimately leads one to discover 
that they have other intentions. They look upon what the government and the 
intellectual liberal groups regard as gains to be retrogression from Islam. 


Tl Controntation 
At the same time there are actions that counter the Islamic Movement. 


|. Articles in the party's newspapers. The French language newspaper 
L'ACTION had launched the campaign with a lengthy article in which it stated 
ithe following]: 

"...We recognize the reactionary, dangerous and feigned servility of those 
who are today proclaiming their faiths as champions of Islam in Tunisia. It 
is as though Islam were threatened at a time when it had never been as pros- 


perous as it is now.” 


shat Bourguiba has proposed to spread Islam after freeing religion from 
worn out customs is to be considered a living example of what every Islamic 
nation must do to confront the challenges of the age and bring about [its 
own] advancement and progress." 


...The road to the removal of danger is decidedly one. It is represented 
by strengthening the national front; thwarting and exposing those impostors; 
revealing their ignorance and their reactionary [mentality]; disclosing the 
fact that they are using religion as a means to an end; and stopping the 
threat they pose by using religion to conceal their destructive intentions 
while seeking to overthrow the most valuable gains that have been achieved 
by the nation.” 


The weekly magazine DIALOGUE states: 


fhe matter has not come to the point of our being apprehensive about the 
future of Tunisia trom this handful of swindlers. But the matter does re- 
quire further clarity to expose this handful of poeple and to wipe out 
their nihilistic theories.” 


2. <A political campaign that consisted specifically of a series of meetings 
held by Mohamed Sayah. He had said during those meetings, "The real inten- 
tions of those who are speaking on behaif of the Islamic religion in Tunisia 


have been revealed, and their positions are no longer concealed from anyone.” 


The director of the party indicated that two trends had emerged from these 
positions. "The first one is achaotictrend that adopts the Marxist method 
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taking advantage otf opportunities to arouse civil strife and discord and 
to destroy the values and the principles for whose establishment the Tunisian 
people had sacrificed. [The method of taking advantage of places of worship 
for these objectives had been tried in the past by the Communist Party in 
Tunisia, but it had not been successful. Those who are now advocating civil 
strife will have the same outcome. 


The second trend is a reactionary one whose proponents advocate intellectual 
rigor. They adhere to a social system that has become extinct and has expired.” 


me of those people have contacts with foreign powers that will be revealed 
at the suitable time. The purpose of the chaos they are advocating is to 
make Tunisia an easy morsel for foreign political powers who are seeking to 
impose their control over this area.” 


‘The Destourians are to continue serving the people by contacting citizens 
directly, by raising their consciousness and by givine them guidance. Those 
men who can distinguish between alternatives and who have courage and willing- 
ness to sacrifice must be found.” 


Some sources are saying that this could mean that preachers who are party 


supporters will be sent to the mosques to give lessons and to stem the influ- 
ence of the advocates of the Islamic Movement. 


ihe newspapers of the Islamic Movement have been suspended. Almost at 
the same time a decision was announced by the assistant public prosecutor 
requiring the newspaper, AL-MUJTAMA' to cease publication; confiscating 
numbers 6 and 7 ot the newspaper; and referring its director and editor-in- 
chiet to the court to be put on trial. 


fhe charge that has been leveled against the newspaper consists of [the 
following]: 





Infringing upon the regime. 
Proclaiming revolutionary positions. 
ublishing false news. 


e newspaper, AL-MUJTAMA" had come out 2 years ago as an ordinary social 
newspaper. It ceased publication after a while, but it was taken over by 
the Islamic Movement 2 months ago. The Islamic Movement has a monthly maga- 
zine called AL-MA'RIFAH. The newspaper, AL-MUJTAMA' has now become the 

uthpliece of the Islamic Movement. It supports the continuation of Imam 
Khomeyni, and it has been attacking Saudi Arabia and the Arab regimes in 
general ever since the summit conference refused to support the Islamic 
Revolution in Iran. 


it also seems that publication of Al-MA'RIFAH has become a doubtful matter 
ifter the printing presses where it was printed refused to continue printing 
it even though it has not been ordered to cease publication. 
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¢; isons and Re i< t ions 


shat are the reasons tor the spread of the Islamic Movement in Tunisia, and 
what are the reactions |to this situation] following the developments of! 


t* Wil iniy 


Thi movement experienced an age of revival as a result of the relative 
iberalism that the country did experience when Hedi Nouira became the head 
government 10 years ago. The Islamic Movement demonstrated its dynamic 
ialities through the educated young people who had been hurt by the mater- 

ilistic phenomena that were becoming prevalent in society. 


~ 


But the development which this movement did experience in the last 2 years 
is been very significant for several reasons: 


|. The call to return to “True Islam" has spread to more than one Islamic 
society. The fact that this call did achieve the seat of government in Lran 
has encouraged the remaining movements in the different Islamic countries, 
and Tunisia is among those countries. 


2. The movement emerged in student circles in Tunisia as the primary opponent 
to the Marxist Movement. Its success in containing the Marxist Movement 
midst the students made it quite trustworthy. 


; There has been no power capable of attracting the opponents of the ruling 
wSstourian Party ever since the events of January 1978. Disbanding the former 
eridership of the federation of unions has led to strengthening the ranks o! 


t rye ‘ | imic Movement . 


he development of the Islamic Movement manifested itself in increased cour- 
ize in proclaiming positions that were not only independent of the positions 
f the government, but were in most cases defiant of them. Whereas the gov- 
ernment looks at the drawbacks of the question of detaining the hostages in 
Iran, the [Islamic Movement has declared its support for the measure in its 


newspapers. 


sing the platforms of mosques [to promote the movement] has given the move- 
ment an unparalleled opportunity to win new supporters and to mobilize new 
groups of supporters every week. 


Has the fear of the spread of the Islamic Movement and of the danger that 
lurks behind it led to [the effort] to begin fighting it? 


The regime in Tunisia teels that it is strong now and cannot be dislodged 

by a movement of this kind. The party is strong and can be found eveywhere: 
in every district, factory and administration. However, one of the officials 
in the party told us, “Prevention is better than a cure." The time has come 
for public opinion to find out the truth about those people and the object- 

, " 7” 

ives that mse them to take action. 
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r this is coincidental or deliberate, the timing of this campaign is 


e internationally. 
mian Revolution is going thr ugna cdoudtiul stage. 


\rabia, which until recently has been far away {rom everything that 


tained to extremist Islamic movements, has experienced such movements 


: : ; 


7 
 % 


he Holy Mosque was overrun. 


1ited States which used to regard the Islamic Movement as a barrier 
s 


st communism has begun to change its plans. 
estion [now] is Ss: where can this campaign go, and what will be 
ilts? 


sition newspaper AL- .°Y raised this question when it stated, “The 
‘f the labor union's political crisis of 26 January were not extin- 
until the country came to be on the erge of a new religious,political 


langer of Khomeynism to the country is not imminent. Our situation can- 


msidered similar to that of Iran.” 


‘its account! by calling for moderation 


irties, it does agree with the regime that this movement does 


the newspaper concludes 


present a threat to be feared in the near future. 
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LRAN 


MINISTRY OF POWER PURGES DIRECTORS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Jan 80 p 2 


[Text] The Purge Committee of the Ministry of Power has fired ten of its 
managing directors from the former regime. A spokesman of this ministry 
named them as follows: Emir Hoseyn Shakib, former managing director of 
water of the Esfahan district; Mohammad Zahiri, former administrative 
deputy in the Majles of the Ministry of Power and former water and power 
director of the province of Hormozgan; Azizollah Keykeshan, former opera- 
tions manager of the Tehran District Water Organization and deputy of the 
Water Unit of the Ministry of Power; Seyf Od-Din Mer‘ashi, former managing 
director of the Fars district; Esma‘il Ya'ni Zand, former managing director 
of the Water Organization of the Fars district; Mosbah Jalinus, former 
managing director of power of Tehran and TAVANIR: Kiomars Ma'qul, former 
administrative deputy in the Majles of the Ministry of Power; Hassan Firuz 
Abadian, former managing director of power of the districts of Khorasan 
and Tehran; Gholam Reza Hezrati Ashtiani, former deputy chief of the 
Power Unit of the Ministry of Power; Faribarz Darafshar, former deputy of 
security of the Ministry of Power and general manager of the Council of 
Adjudication and Complaint Investigation of the Ministry of Power. 


CSO: 49306 
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COMMUNIST ORGAN CALLS FOR PROTECTION OF KHOMEYNI'S LIFE; 'YES* VOTE 
Tehran THE FLAME in English 3 Dec 79 p 14 


[The following statement was issued by the Tehran daily newspaper MARDOM, 
organ of the Communist Tudeh Party. ] 


[Text] Now that its illegitimate interests are in jeopardy, rabid 
American imperialism, this lunatic who has lost all consciousness, will 
not stop short of committing any crime. The plundering White House and 
Pentagon pirates are busy preparing their evil plots to subdue the 

Llitant masses who, led by Imam Khomeyni, have driven them to a dead- 

‘d. One must be on the alert against the connivances of these world- 
oredators. One must watch them with a thousand eyes, lest their lunacy 
reach its peak, and perhaps hit its target. 


The Imam's life is subject to the greatest danger and must be protected. 
The enemy is all too aware that under the present particular circum- 
stances the Imam's leadership is the revolution’s life and power, and 
the people's secret key to unity against the enemy. Hence the enemy's 
greatest threats are directed against this leadership. 


All our people's consciousness and vigilance must be turned into a fence 
encircling the Imam's life, so that his life will not be harmed in this 
vital struggle against the most rabid imperialism. 


\t these critical moments of our second revolution, the Imam's leader- 
ship is a vital requirement and must be protected. Meanwhile one 
should also look after the Imam's health, lest meetings, interviews 
and consecutive decision-making sessions wear him out too much. 


Displaying the highest level of vigilance, and following the Imam's 
line, we shall subdue plundering American imperialism, this 


unharnessable lunatic. 


On its front page MARDOM carries a photograph with the following caption: 
“Accompanied by a number of the party's leaders Comrade Nurreddin 
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Kianuri, first secretary of Tudeh Party of Iran's central committee, 


turned up at polling station No. 3 and cast his vote for the Iranian 
islamic Republic's constitution.” 


in a box on the front page the paper prints in very large type: “In 
the referendum on the cunstitution WE shall] sav: ‘YES'!" 


CSO: 4906 
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LRAN 


UNEMPLOYED STAGE DEMONSTRATLUNS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY 
Tehran KAR in Persian 26 Nov 79 p 6 
(Article: "Demonstrations Staged Throughout Iran by Unemployed Citizens" ] 


\Text] Oppressive unemployment continues. Throughout Iran millions of 
unemployed citizens have been looking for employment for several months 
for their subsistence. Some of the unemployed are workers who have been 
id off. Others are school graduates who could not find employment. 
the unemployed who live under difficult conditions and others 
inder untolerable conditions have discussed their problems with 
onsible authorities and the government, with little result. The 
lowing reports on the unemployed in several cities are self- 


lanator 
ichsaran--The Council of Unemployed Workers was formed in Gachsaran 
9 October. The council is comprised of five representatives of 
ipproximately 800 unemployed workers of Gachsaran. They were elected 
to defend the rights of this portion of the suffering class of our 
intry's workers against the attack of foreign and local capitalists 
ind the government which is their supporter. These workers have been 


unemployed and distressed for months Through their meager savings and 
insignificant unemployment pay they have, so far, fed themselves and 

ieir families. The pressures of poverty and hunger, the scattered 
struggles of the unemployed workers and their just demands to meet the 
threats of the hirelings of the city's committee and the sentries of the 
governing council, the fraud and deceit of the city's responsible 
uuthority (authorities), i.e., the governor, the head of the city's 
committee, etc., made the unemployed see the need for organizing and 
for their struggle against the exploiters and the ruling committee sup- 
porting the exploiters. They formed ranks of struggle against the 

lass enemies. 


The welcome the unemployed workers of this city demonstrated toward the 
creation of this council indicated that only by organizing can the 
workers struggle against the capitalists and against their supporters. 
Meanwhile, the paid agents of the committee and the pasdaran [guards] 
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intended to agitate and break up the numbers of workers, but the workers' 
alertness neutralized those activities. 


Ahvaz--On 23 October, 100 workers who had been laid off at “Reading and 
Bates,” gathered in front of the central office of the oil company. 

They were protesting regarding the sums the company was not willing to 
pay for their work. Members of the committee arrived at the scene to 
disrupt the gathering, but the workers resisted and explained the purpose 
of their gathering. They declared that they would not leave the scene 
until they obtained an answer. 


Birjand--On 18 November, a group of approximately 200 unemployed high 
school graduates representing 80C unemployed graduates of Birjand 
gathered at the city's Office of Education and Training, and after read- 
ing a four-article resolution, proceeded toward the governor's office. 


After the governor of Birjand realized that the unemployed would not 
accept his promises and his lies, he showed his true face saying, "I am 
not a humanitarian. If necessary, I will throw you out with the force 
of bayonets.” The governor's words arouses a strong reaction among the 
unemployed. Following are a few of their demands: 


a) All employed workers with over 25 years of service should retire. 


b) The hiring of military men and teachers should be prevented until 
the situation of the unemployed is clarified. 


Meanwhile, the unemployed declared they were ready to work for the 
government without pay for 6 months, to cultivate the land in groups of 
five persons and an engineer, and were ready to work on the construction 
of low income housing for the Institute of the Underprivileged for an 
adequate salary. 


Borujerd--Each time the unemployed high school graduates of Borujerd 
appealed to the responsible authorities, they received such unreasonable 
proposals as "You can become a night watchman or a construction worker." 
After this, they started a sit-in demonstration and then marched. The 
students of the city also supported them. They were carrying such 
slogans as, "Work should be created for the unemployed," when they met 
certain reactionary elements. This group attacked them with sticks, 
knives and knuckle dusters. After this attack on 6 November the 
unemployed had a sit-in demonstration at the department of justice 
offices. The Unemployed Citizens Coordination Council started discus- 
sions with the responsible authorities. Those participating in the 
sit-in demonstration arrested five of the known reactionary elements, 
brought them to the department of justice and delivered them to the 


public prosecutor of the Islamic Revolution, demanding that they be 
tried. However, the prosecutor wanted the case pursued administratively 
and the proper documents be presented. This demonstration was dispersed 
by an attack of opposing elements who threw stones at the demonstrators. 
CSO: 4906 
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IRAN 


KDP REJECTS KOUMALAH REPORT AS 'UNFRIENDLY' 
Tehran THE FLAME in English 3 Dec 79 pp 14, 15 


[Statement reported by the Tudeh Party daily organ MARDOM presumably on 
2 December 1979, reporting a statement issued by the Kordestan Dem- 
cratic Party Central Committee. } 


[Text] The following statement was issued by the \ordestan Democratic 
Party Central Committee at 5 pm Sunday: 


ar tellow-citizens...Most unfortunately we have been informed that 
joint statement drawn up by the Kurdish people's representative 
Jelegation has been reproduced by the Revolutionary Organization of 
lranian Kordestan's Toilers (Koumalah) with the following headline 
printed in large type: ‘Referendum boycotted." We consider the addi- 
tion of the phrase ‘referendum boycotted’, which was not included in 
the original statement, as an immoral and unfriendly act, most harmful 
to future cooperation. It must be pointed out that the joint statement 
was meant to announce ‘abstention’ from the referendum and not ‘boy- 
cotting' it. We remind the Koumalah friends for the last time that in 
the future our party will never tolerate such distortions of joint 
statements." 


- 
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IRAN 


FISHING EXPECTED TO BE FUTURE FOREIGN EXCHANGE SOURCE 
Tehran THE FLAME in English 3 Dec 79 p 14 


[Article from the above news bulletin taken from the Tehran daily paper 
KEYHAN of 3 December 1979. ] 


[Text] The biggest school of fishing technology in the Middle East 
will be set up in Bandar Abbas, following which fishing and exports of 
sea animals will become the country's second source of foreign exchange 
after oil. In an exclusive interview with KEYHAN Coastal Province 
governor-general Morteza Bazargan spoke about the project. “After 
Bandar Abbas steel industries project was transferred to Esfahan," he 
said, ‘we decided to turn its building into a large school of fishing 
technology. The idea behind this project is to establish a productive 
system instead of a consumer one, i.e. replacing the traditional method 
of fishing--waiting for the catch--with modern practical ones which 
include deep sea fishing and sailing to far away oceans in search of 
sea food resources. 


“When the school is set up our country, like Japan and Korea, will sign 
contracts with other countries, enabling Iranian fishermen to sail to 
Madagascar waters, for instance,..This project will also create jobs 
for people living along the coastline. ...If we are able to draw up a 
good programme, and make good use of the school, a good deal of foreign 
exchange will flow into the country, and I believe this would be -ur 
second source of foreign exchange after oil. 

"Those admitted to the school must have school certificates equivalent 
to the first year of high-school, and will be trained in fishing, deep- 
freezing, processing, canning, net-weaving, navigation, ship mechanics 
and piloting. The education period will consist of one year of general 
training, in addition to one or two years of specialised practical 
training. 


"The expenses of setting up the school will be covered by oil income 
for the current year; and after that the Education Ministry will 
finance the school." 
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IRAQ PRESSURES BULGARIA TO EXPEL IRAQI COMMUNISTS 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 31 Dec 79-6 Jan 80 p 23 
(article: "The Oil Weapon Expels the Iraqi Communists from Bulgaria” | 


[Text | The visit to Iraq by Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister Andrey Lukanov 
achieved more than one result for both sides. The visit put a stop to the 
increase in tension in the relations between the two sides, after last 
month's clashes between refugee Iragi communists in Bulgaria and Ba’thi 
students, which resulted in the death of a student named Kamal Khalil Ibra- 
hia. 


The visit also ensured Bulgaria a continued flow of Iragi oil, while the 
socialist camp countries are suffering from a severe oil crisis after the 
Soviet Union limited its supplies of oil to its allies. 


Furthermore, the letter of apology from the president of the republic, which 
the Bulgarian official delivered to Iragi President Saddam al-Husayn, opened 
the door to Iraqi flexibility, after the vehement boycott resolutions adop- 
ted by the Iraqi government as a result of the incident. 


Iraq had suspended all its commercial and economic import and export deal- 
ings with Bulgaria, as well as cultural relations and the programs for ia- 
plementing trade agreements. 


In his letter, Bulgarian President Todor Zhivkow declared the Bulgarian gov- 
ernment's willingness to fully guarantee that these incidents would not be 
repeated in the future, and Bulgaria's willingness to forma joint Iragi- 
Bulgarian commission to investigate all the circumstances which led to the 
clashes. 


Official Iragi sources said that Iraq would accept nothing less than the 
expulsion from Buigaria of everyone who is damaging relations between the 
two countries; this means the expulsion of Iraqi communists to whatever 
other country they desire, according to what the sources themselves say. 





These sources explained the Iraqi position by saying that Bulgaria is not a 
liberal state and can contain whatever happens in its territory, “although 
we are not saying that it supervises everything which happens." 


The Iraqi president expressed to the Bulgarian deputy prime minister his 
desire that the persons responsible for the crime be handed over. 


In the diplomatic context, the Iraqi-Bulgarian commission will be formed and 
will conduct investigations into the incident. But practically speaking, 

a decision on this matter is political and should come from the Bulgarian 
government. 


It is believed that the Bulgarian government will not expel the Iraqi conm- 
munists, but will prudently limit their political activity. Under pressure 
from the Iraqi government, it might be forced to expel some token communist 


refugees, 


As for the students who returned to Baghdad at the Iraqi government's re- 
quest, they will return to pursue their studies in Bulgaria after the in- 
vestigatory commission is formed and begins functioning. 


a559 
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IRAQ 


NEW BAGHDAD INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT'S FEATURES OUTLINED 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 23 Dec 79 p 7 
Article: “Work Is Continuing On the New Baghdad International Airport” | 


| Text | Work is continuing on the new Baghdad International Airport, which is 
being built by the State Roads and Bridges Organization at a cost of 245 mil- 
lion Iraqi dinars. 


A source at the organization said that most of the service installations and 
housing for workers on the project, which is considered one of the largest 
airports in the world, will be finished soon. 


He explained that the 3-year project will be completed in June 19&, since 
two international companies are helping to build it in accordance with the 
most modern, internationally advanced specifications, 


The new design for the airport will meet all the service requirements of tra- 
vellers, in addition to future increases in domestic and foreign air travel 
up to the year 2000, 


The yearly figure for travellers, in addition to transit travellers, will be 
4 million by 1990 and 9.5 million by 2000, while the yearly flight figure 
will be 27,000 flights in 1990 and 46,000 in 2000, 


The airport will have 18 fixed bays for airplanes, directly connected to the 
passenger terminals, and each one will be able to provide the necessary ser- 
vices without affecting the operation of the various facilities. There will 
be an additional four reserve bays to be used whenever needed. 


The source added that the new airport will consist of seven main installa- 
tions, including passenger terminals with two floors for arrivals and depart- 
ures amd another floor below ground. Each building is designed to dock six 
planes at one time, In addition, there will be other buildings connected to 
the passenger terminals, having four fioors and a basement, to house offices 
for Iraqi Airlines and other world airlines. 
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The airport will also have a VIP building to receive presidents, kings and 
important personages, a communications building, a control tower, and air 
freight buildings, in addition to a runway 4 kilometers long and 60 meters 
wide, taxiways 30 meters wide with 7.5 meter shoulders on each side, a park- 
ing area for airplanes, 15 kilometers of main roads and overpasses with 

three lanes in each direction, and a number of intersections with overpasses, 


The source stated that there will be a number of service installations adjja- 
sent to the airport, including restaurants to ensure travellers’ food needs 
at the rate of 5,000 meais a day, maintenance and firefighting services, 
aircraft parking areas, an incinerator, side streets, and a three-level 
parking garage for 3,000 vehicles. 

















IRAq 


STATE CONTRACTS COMPANY IMPLEMENTING WATER, SEWER PROJECTS 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 20 Dec 79 p 7 
Article: “New Water and Sewer Projects Costing 200 Million Dinars for 1960" | 


Text | As part of its 1980 plan, the State Contracts Company is implementing 
a number of water and sewer projects in various governorates which will cost 
more than 200 million Iraqi dinars. 


This was announced by Company President Engr ‘Adnan Jasim Muhammad, who said 
that 95 percent of these projects are being directly implemented, 


He explained that the company, in accordance with the law by which it was es- 
tablished, has devoted itself totally to carrying out projects as a contrac- 
tor, which has given the company a greater incentive to speed up the work. 


He indicated that among the most important projects to be constructed in 1980 
are the first stage of the Western Desert irrigation project, which will cost 
12 million dinars; water and sewer networks costing 30 million dinars for 
new residential areas in al-Mahmudiyah; and sewer networks and purification 
plants for al-dgiyarah, in Nineveh Governorate, to cost 2 million dinars, 


Also included are water projects in Karbala’, al-Diwaniyah, and Ya'qubah, to 
provide these cities with pure water. 


Projects currently under construction include the sewer water purification 
project in al-Rustamiyah, which is 50 percent complete; the sewer network 
project for the city of al-Nasiriyah; and the main northern sewer project. 


The company is also constructing a huge main sewer network in Madinat al- 
Thawrah, which will provide the city with an extensive main sewer network 
137 kilometers long costing more than 12 million dinars. 


On the basis of President Saddam Husayn's directives about the need to speed 
up work on the project, the company is exerting exceptional efforts to conm- 
plete the project in record time, before the }j-year target date. 








The company is now constructing a number of water and sewer networks for res- 
idential buildings in Zayunah, al-Sayyidiyah and al-Iskandariyah. 


Referring to the pure water projects the company is implementing, the company 
president said that they include water projects for al-Falujah, al-Musib, 
al-Iskandariyah, al-Samawah, al-Rumaythah and Diyana in Irbil Governorate. 


8559 
cso: 48 


29 











IRAq 


PETROCHEMICAL, IRON AND STEEL COMPLEXES WILL AID NATIONAL PRODUCTION 


Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 21 Dec 79 p 7 


Article: “Preliminary Start-up of Two Huge Petrochemical and Iron and 
Steel Complexes Set For Early Next Year” | 


‘Text | Early next year two huge petrochemical and iron and steel complexes 
in Basrah Governorate will be put into preliminary operation. 


The two projects were designed to produce 150,000 tons of assorted plastic 
products a year, and quantities of iron and steel products amounting to about 
350,000 tons of iron, 30,000 tons of iron pipe, and 1.6 million tons of 
sponge iron a year, 


The first project is intended for the petrochemical industry, and is consid- 
ered the largest project of the national development plan. Construction be- 
gan on it in mid-1976, and it will cost 350 million Iragi dinars. It con- 
tains 12 production units to ensure all the products and primary materials 
used in most of the nation's cable industries and other industrial products, 
and to meet the requirements of the plastic house industry and produce mat- 
erials to cover agricultural canals and package agricultural produce, 


It will also meet the housing and construction projects’ needs for ready- 
made parts for prefabricated houses and plastic tiles. 


In the household industries sector, the project will ensure plastic household 
products, children's toys, and furniture. 


The project, which runs on natural gas extracted from the national oil con- 
pany’s fields in Basrah and on industrial salt from the al-Faw salt fields, 
will produce 130,000 tons of ethylene, 42,900 tons of chlorine, 42,000 tons 
of caustic soda, and 66,000 tons of VCM each year, 


Approval is now being obtained for a central plan to determine the specific 
industrial projects which will use the products of this complex, in such a 
way that its products will be sufficient for manufacturing preparatory to 
the start of construction on the second petrochemical complex, 
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The State Petrochemical Installation in Khawr al-Zubayr has prepared a plan 
for beginning a test run of the complex early in 1960, preparatory to offer- 
ing its products on the local markets the same year, so that actual industri- 
al operation can begin in November 1980. 


The installation has approved a plan for arranging for the complex's technic- 
lan requirements; 2,120 technicians and engineers have already been prepared 
while 1,000 technicians are now undergoing training in various branches of 
the petrochemical industry. 


The iron and steel complex, where a test run of two of the three 70-ton 
capacity blast furnaces nas begun, will ensure the country's needs for 
Shillman [transliterated | and iron angles and various bars and rods for con- 
struction purposes, 


The complex contains a sponge iron project to produce 1.2 million tons a year 
in two production units, so as to supply the iron and steel mills with the 
principal material for iron production. Its total cost is about & million 
dinars, and it is hoped that the first unit will begin its test run soon and 
that the second unit will begin production during the first quarter of 1980, 
The complex's smelting and casting unit includes four electric furnaces, two 
continuous casting machines, and six production lines for each machine. 

These units’ production will rely 80 percent on the sponge iron produced by 
the complex and 20 percent on scrap iron. 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


ROAD, LAND RECLAMATION PROJECTS--On the occasion of the country's celebration 
of the 59th anniversary of the founding of the Iraqi army, a number of road, 
bridge and land reclamation projects costing 103 million Iragi dinars will be 
inaugurated or begun. The Ministry of Public Works and Hovsing wili inaugur- 
ate, or lay cornerstones for, a number of projects in Basrah Governorate cos- 
ting more than 20,% million dinars, among them the al-Kifah Cooperative 
road, an iron bridge over the al-Salihiyah River, and a iron window frame 
plant. The projects for which cornerstones will be laid include a building 
for the Basrah appeals court, a building for the Basrah real estate bank, 
bridges in al-Madinah, al-Karmah and al-‘Assaf, and a number of bridges on 
the Basrah-Abu-al-Khusayb road. The road projects to be opened also include 
the ll-kilometer Tuz-Zankali road, the 80-kilometer Dabbuni-Jisan-Badrah 
road, the 14-kilometer Kumsaban-Khanzad road, the 25-kilometer Khalifan-Kurk 
road, the 42-kilometer Atrushi-Ashfati road, and the 30-kilometer Sankaw- 
Qarahdagh road, as well as other roads. A number of bridges will also be 
opened, among them the third Mosul bridge and the new al~Rumaythah bridge in 
al-Muthanna Governorate. The projects for which cornerstones will by laid 
include the al-‘Agmiyah bridge, the second al-Nasiriyah bridge, and tue 
al-Qiyarah bridge. The projects to be carried out by the State Soils and 
land Reclamation Organization include construction of an irrigation water 
pumping station for al-Jut al-Dabbuni Farm to provide water for 75,000 danums, 
in addition to cornerstones for a nuaber of agricultural offices and 20 
houses for personnel of the al-Shuhayaiyah reclamation project. [Text | 
(Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 30 Dec 79 p 6] 8559 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


BREZHNEV LETTER TO fMIR--Last month Amir of Kuwait Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad 
al-Sabah received a letter from Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev explaining 
the friendship treaty signed between South Yemen and the Soviet Union. In- 
formed Gulf diplomatic sources say that the purpose behind the Soviet pres- 
ident's letter to the amir of Kuwait was to lessen the impact of the treaty 
on the Gulf states, expecially with respect to South Yemen's membership in 
COMECON, the honorary mesbership conferred on it in the Warsaw Pact, and the 
presence of Soviet soldiers in Aden. These sources add that Moscow wants 

to communicate to Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states its point of view with 
respect to this treaty, ani, since Kuwait is the only Arabian Peninsula 
etate with diplomatic representation with the Soviet Union, the Soviet Union 
decided to write to Kuwait. The Soviet ambassador in Kuwait delivered the 
letter to the amir |Text | | Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 22 Dec 79 p 17] 8559 
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LEBANON 


SRIEFS 


PURCHASE OF MILITARY VESSELS FALLS THROUGH--Six years ago, the Lebanese 
Government contracted with a West German shipbuilding company for the con- 
struction of four military vessels at a cost of $60 million. Since the signing 
of the ofricial contract, the date of delivery has been postponed twice. The 
first postponement was attributed to the political situation in Lebanon; the 
ond coincided with the company's financial collapse. A Lebanese delegation, 
which arrived in West Germany 2 weeks ago, discovered that the company had 
been sold and that its new owners had later declared bankruptcy. The Lebanese 
vvernment, which has already paid one-third of the purchase price through 

ink guaranteed loan, has retained a team of German lawy2rs to press legal 


in an attempt to recoup its losses and obtain compensation for damages 
9063 
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MAURITANIA 


BCM GOVERNOR DISCUSSES AUSTERITY POLICY, CRISIS' EFPECTS 


Nouakchott CHAAB in French 27 Dec 79 p 3, 7; 28 Dec 79 p 3; 
29-30 Vec 79 p 3 


{interview with Dieng Koubou rarba, governor of the Central 
Bank of Mauritania, by CHAAB correspondent, A.B.O. El Mamy: 
date and place not given/ 


/excerpts/"I would like, first of all, be- 
fore taking up all the questions which you 
want to ask me to say that the BCM fCentral 
Bank of Mauritania/ is an instrument in the 
service of the public authorities, through 
which they can influence all the economic 
changes in Mauritania. For that reason 

and taking into account new policies, it 
intends to apply these policies with the 
greatest strictness, but also with the 
greatest understanding. 


As vou know, our country's situation de- 
mands sacrifices of us all. These sacri- 
fices are necessary to the extent that our 
country's economic situation and its inter- 
national environment are such that strict 
measures of agreement would be required to 
prevent economic and financial chaos. By 
way of example, the development of indices 
such as domestic expenditure at the current 
price increased, on an average, between 1973 
and 1978 by about 28 percent a year, while 
the GNP Gross Nationa! Product/ only in- 
creased 2.6 percent a year in real terms. 


Moreover, the world economic crisis cannot 
help but affect us unfavorably, considering 
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the dependence of our domestic market on 
outside sources of supply. Great sacri- 
fices must be agreed upon to face it. 


In any case, the Central Bank will try by 
all means available to apply the austerity 
policy which is vital for our economic sur- 
vival and to lessen the negative effects of 
the world crisis." Such is the brief intro- 
duction which Dieng Boubou Farba, governor 
of the BCM made to us before the important 
interview which he was good enough to grant 
us. 


fQuestion/ Mr governor, to face the situation which prevails 
in the cuuntry, the CMSN /expansion unknown/ has decided to 
enforce a policy of strict austerity. How is this policy 
expressed on the BCM level? 


[Answer] The application of a policy of austerity has always 
been and still will remain the major concern of the BCM, It 
will be expressed here by measures connected with credit 
policy and foreign exchange. As regards credit policy, 
changes made in 1979 are mainly qualitative and not quantita- 
tive. In 1978 domestic credits only increased 9 percent com- 
pared with 1977 while in 1977 they had increased about 24.5 
percent conpared with 1976. The moderate increase of domestic 
credits in 1978 did not,for all that,affect the regular supply 
of the national market, which, nevertheless, is very impor- 
tant. I will say that the restrictions are only qualitative, 
because in the future, we will consider on the BCM level cer- 
tain qualitative standards such as the real promise of such 
and such an operation, its guaranteed effectiveness etc. 
Taking into account the qualitative criteria which I have men- 
tioned has illowed us to give better support to the various 
sectors, Tris support must be compatible with, on one hand, 
the real capacities of the sector and on the other hand with 
our objectives regarding sound currency management. 


For 1980, we will be strict in granting support to the extent 
where a certain time is still needed for the economic situa- 
tion to recover its normal rhythm. 


{Question7 Mr governor, will this new attitude about banking 
assistance not adversely affect the situation of enterprises? 


[Answer] The decline of BCM assistance cannot help but have 
negative effects on enterprise treasury offices and the level 
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of employment. If these enterprises are profitable and have 

a sound financial structure, the resource of bank financing 
would have to be limited and would only take place for a 
special readjustment of their financial structures. The 
miintenance of a certain treasury levei must be a fundamental 
principle of every enterprise and 1t would not be desirable for 
these enterprises to continue to think that their treasury 

can only be supplied by or made up of bank credits. Conse- 
quentiyv they should, in any case, improve their management 

and make optimum use of the credits granted them, A sound 

use of these credits will allow them to repay at maturity, 
after this assistance has had the effect desired by the enter- 
prise managers on the financial situation, 


This does not mean that the Central Bank will svstematically 
refuse all assistance to an enterprise who profitability has 
not been established. There are certainly other criteria to 
consider such as the social benefit of the enterprise etc. 


Few Countries Vo Not Make Choices 


-—- 


7 . . , 
{Question/ The CMSN has recommended reviewing the import 
Sv°'em to choose products essential! tor large scale consump- 


: hat measures has the BCM taken in this respect? 
Answer lI must say first that t was a much anticipated 
measure, It 1S a measure which, as | had said just now, had 


aiwavs been requested by the Central Bank. 1 must say that 
to mv knowledge there are verv few countries which do not 
select ani plan their imports. As regards Mauritania, al- 
though we have adopted liberalizing measures on the procedural 
ind other levels, it is not less true that,in view of the 
fomestic imbalance of °9Ur economy, these measures are necessary. 
Mauritania'’s balance of trade mainly showed a deficit in 1977, 

73 and 1979, Ikwill certainly be so in 1980. What do l 
know about 1981? This deficit of the_current balance reached 
some 10 billion UM /expansion unknown/ in 1978. It will 
amount to 8.5 billion UM ain 1979. Consequently it is neces- 
Sary to take selective measures, in view of an economic de- 
vendence on foreign countries, the continual rise of their 
prices and other priorities tor the economic development of 
this country. These selective measures certainly will not 
lead to a shortage of essential commodities. the Ministry of 
Finance and Trade and the BCM have taken measures to prevent 
nese restrictions from creating a shortage. The products 
involved are Luxury products or products considered unessen- 
tial which not only have a negative effect on our foreign 








exchange reserves, but also and especially have a negative 
impact on consumers economic behavior throughthe effect of 
display, imitation and draining what should be private domes- 
tic saving. It is a combination of negative factors which 
the state must restrain, like any other country, to success- 
fully carry out an economic policy. 


{2uestion? What role will the BCM play in bank specializa- 
tion? 


Answer] You know that the Mauritanian domestic market is 
rather limited after all. The Mauritanian economy is not an 
economy where the market predominates. It is an economy 
which consists to a great extent of a fairly well developed 
Subsistance sector and a relatively weak modern sector con- 
centrated in a few main cities. 


lt happens because of certain conditions which existed before 
independence or afterwards that we face the following situa- 
tion: There are now five commercial banks in Mauritania which 
perform the same operations. Even the BMDC fexpansion un- 
known/ which is a development and commercial bank has a tend- 
ency to grant more commercial! credits than development credits 
for reasons which I will not bring up or elaborate on now. 
Consequently there is a very close competition among these 
banks, so that they believe in each bank that they must grant 
facilities to keep a certain clientele, whether it is desir- 
able or less reliable. This is especially disturbing because 
to the extent where the capacity of these banks is limited, 
their capital is limited. Consequently it is a very alarming 
Situation, in addition to other negative factors, such as un- 
paid credits which are a tremendous strain on the banking 
system, 


In view of all these factors, we have considered it urgent to 
reorganize this system to adapt it to the economic facts in 
Mauritania. 


lt is indeed in this sense that these measures will be taken, 
[They are already under consideration. 1 really think that 
beginning in 1980, whatever the importance of the problems 

and the obstacles which we are going to meet, this reorganiza- 


tion of the banks,which will provide the framework for a new 
banking system,will see the light and will be adapted to eco- 
nomic conditions in our country. 


> . ; 
{Question/ Mr governor, how is the ouguiya doing? 


[fAnswer/ Well, the ouguiya is doing fine! 
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{Question/ According to some business circles, foreign ex- 
chanve 1S becoming rather scarce. What is the situation 
exactly? 


{Answer/ I do not share this point of view. The only proof 
which 1 can supply is that foreign exchange reserves today 
amount to some 5.8 billion UM or reserves equivalent to im- 
ports for about © months, 


You know that according to international standards, reserves 
equivalent to imports for 3 months arealready a good indica- 
tion. 


‘7. . = - . ° 

{2uestion/ Which means therefore that the businessmen do not 
find facilities to obtain the necessary foreign exchange at 
the BCM, Is this why these reports are circulating? 


/Answer/ No, I say absolutely no. ‘No import permit endorsed 
by the BCM, no request for a transfer has been stopped at any 
level, except for lack of foreign exchange. I1 have said, I 
sav it and I assert it and I ask anyone to come and seek the 


’ roof, 
Juestvion For some, the Chamber of Compensation for West 
.f{rica seems a little like the franc zone. Is this well 
yunded? 


f/Answer/ Absolutely not. The Chamber of Compensation has 
nothing to do with the franc zone for the simple reason,more- 
over, that it includes many countries which are not members 

of the france zone. 


fhere are all the member countries of the CUDFAO /expansion 
unknown/ with the excention of Vape Verde and Mauritania-- 
fhe SCM was authorized in August to join the Chamber of Com- 
pensation. I1 believe that operations will start beginning 
in January 1980. 


The purpose of the Chamber of Compensation is to facilitate 
intrazonal exchanges through a suitable payment system which 
has been set up by all the central banks. The Chamber of 
Compensation is one thing and the franc zone is another, 


—_ ~ ; . . ‘ 
.duestion/ llow does the balance of payments situation appear? 


/Answer/ iegarding the balance of payments, I told you it 
appeared fairly bad in 1977, 1978 and 1979 in spite of the 














improvements which took place in 1978 with respect to 1977 
and in 1979 with respect to 1978. Un the level of the bal- 
ance of trade, the deficit is fairly large. 


In L977 and even in 1978 this deficit was due to a drop in 

the quantity of exports by SNIM [National Industrial and 
Mining Company/ and a decline in the proceeds from its exports 
due to a drop of the price of iron ore on the international 
market. The situation is also explained by the magnitude of 
exports in 1977, 1978 and 1979: imports of products of all 
kinds, consumer products, equipment goods and various less 
useful products etc... 


Un this level, I should say that imports of some products 
dressed us--on the level of the BCM--I mean textile imports 
which reached almost 1 billion in 1979, the same figure as 
in 1978. 


As there are no very important restrictions and as there was 
a liberalization in 1978 and even before which continued 
somewhat in 1979, these imports reached rather substantial 
figures. 


Consequently,all this was expressed in a balance of trade 
deficit which was on the order of 10 billion in 1978 and 9 
billion in 1979. However you are aware that there was a drop, 
by the figure 1 just gave you. 


This drop in 1978 compared with 1977 and 1979 compared with 
1978 was due to an increase in iron ore exports and a drop 
in imports of consumer goods and products of all kinds with- 
out,for all that,there being a strain on the domestic market 
or a shortage of essential commodities as you have realized. 
That is on the Level of the balance of trade. 


Still as regards the overall balance, the situation is fairly 
different, the deficit is smaller for we have had fairly sub- 
stantial foreign assistance both in 1977 and 1978 and even in 
L979. 


{Question/ One opinion questions the value of the ouguiya 
with respect to the other currencies, What do you think 
about it? 


/Answer/ You can think what you want to about the value of 
the ouguiya with respect to other currencies, but I will 

answer this question with two assertions. First we Mauri- 
tanians are used to a monetary system where the currency is 
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convertible. We have not experienced the situation of coun- 
tries where unconvertible national currencies exist. Based 
on that, I will say that in the African countries with uncon- 
vertible national currencies-—-in any case, | believe it is 
the great majority--in comparing the currency of these coun- 
tries with ours restrained on the domestic level, since it 
involves unconvertible currencies--l believe that we can 
claim that our currency is doing very well, relatively speak- 
ing. 


ln regard to the exchange market on the international level, 
our currency 1S not quoted there, but we have a very suitable 
quotation method, which has been approved by the International 
Monetary Fund, which approximates the situation in our economy 
as close as possible. Based on this quotation system, our 
currency remains very stable with respect to convertible cur- 
rencies. 


The exchange reserves are fairly substantial and allow us to 
import all the goods we wish, to pay for them in the foreign 
exchange of the contract and to provide travelers with the 
amounts they need, if these trips are justified and useful. 
\s regards domestic credits, these credits are not granted 
ilji-advisedly; then allocation is supervised, the BCM watches 
their rate of increase. Il1 do not see how you could say, on 
the basis of these facts, that our national currency is de- 
preciated with respect to other currencies. 


Generally speaking, even the big countries which have currency 
reserves, which of them is not experiencing currency problems 


now? What country does not step into the exchange market to 
support its currency? 
se are experiencing on the international market a crisis in 


the matter of international economic relations, like all 
other countries,both underdeveloped as well as developed. 


Consequentiv it is foolish to say that the ouguiya is de- 
preciating with respect to unconvertible or convertible cur- 
rencies. 


/Question/ You have just mentioned sacrifices to be assumed 
by all institutions and citizens in the situation the country 
is now going through, 


How would these sacrifices be shouldered on the BCM level? 
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(Answer/ On the BCM level, that would depend on what sector. 


The BCM as an institution, as an administration, consequently 
it has known the policy of austerity in its day to day manage- 
ment even before 1979. 


ketrenchment and an austerity policy were already introduced 
this year at the BCM in connection with our operational ex- 
penses, 


I believe that as for the other administrations, whether it 
involves public establishments or the central or territorial 
administration, it 1S a situation which everyone is now trying 
to control. 


Everyone, taking into account the speciality of his adminis- 
tration, is trying to find effective measures which allow 
them to set up an austerity policy for expenses in their ad- 
ministrations and the BCM--I believe--is in the forefront. 


(Question? Have you any plan for improving and training 
personnel? Is the present BCM staff satisfactory? 


fAnswer7 We have many on the BCM staff with superior training. 
Some of this personnel was recruited this year; others 2 years 
ago, others since 1973 and 1976. I must say this personnel 
has an admirable technical expertise and high standards of 
ethics. This is what has caused the BCM to get results, both 
as regards management as well as with respect to attitude and 
behavior which make it, in spite of everything, a relatively 
good administration. 


Such being the case, training must be continuous and in the 
field we now have a training center in connection with the 
International Bank Training Center which provides courses at 
all levels from CAP fexpansion unknown/ up to a higher level. 


This center began to operate last year and we have teachers 
who come there to give courses. Our students have passed 
exams this year with satisfactory results. The diplomas are 
infaisants /cannot identify/. The diplomas granted by this 
center are international diplomas. 


Nevertheless, our ambition is to train personnel in this 
center to use them not only in the BCM in our banking system 
in a general way, but also to place them at the disposal of 
the central administrations of public establishments. 
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That will be a very good thing which will also help us on the 
technical level of our administration. As regards training, 
we have representatives abroad with certain banks or at the 
International Monetary Fund or at the World Bank to improve 
their management skills. 


{Question7 Mr governor, what are now the problems of the BCM? 


fAnswer/ The BCM is a great institution and for this reason, 
it experiences many problems: problems due to the environment. 
lt is an institution which is often not well understood and 

it is considered austere; consequently not very accessible to 
the public. Of course, we often hear like all banks, opinions 
about the BCM, which are not well founded, as well as about 
methods, policy, personnel etc. But this only fortifies us 

on our mission. 


8490 
CSO: 4400 











SAUDI ARABIA 


NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN INCREASES PER CAPITA INCOME 
Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 9 Jan 80 p 6 


/Article by Sawsan Mustafa: “How Is the Family Being Affected by the 
Economic Situation in the Kingdom?"/ 


/Text/ In our continuing review of the background of Saudi society, to- 
day's instalment deals with the economic situation and incomes, in view of 
their effect on the various forms of services offered to children and their 
families. Research provides the basic economic indices which reflect the 
actual picture of the economic situation in the society and the volume of 
public and per capital income, as well as the volume of public and family 
consumption in rural and urban areas. Thus the dimensions of the economic 
situation become apparent and the extent of society's ability to provide 


the requisite forms of services is consequently determined. 
Gross Domestic Product 


Calculating the rate of change in domestic product is of use to us in esti 
mating probable product in the future on the one hand and reveals to us 
society's evolving ability to provide diverse services to all its groups, 
including children. 


From statistics, it is clear that the gross domestic product is constantly 
growing. This means that the productive capacity of the various sectors 
and activities is increasing with each successive year. This may be 
ascribed to an improvement in the means and circumstances of production 
and the availability of modern equipment and machinery involved in various 
activities, as well as an increase in Saudi oi! production. 


The government budget is also proceeding to expand, as a result of an in- 
crease in government revenues. 


There is no doubt chat the development plans also play an effective role 
in supporting the growth rates of grocs domestic product in the various 
sectors which are considered basic gross domestic product sources. It has 





veen proved that the growth rate of actual and forecasted domestic product 
and the non oil economy are constantly realizing a rate higher than the 
original and anticipated rates. 


Economic Activity 


Tne economic activities which contribute to gross domestic product compo- 
sition are diverse. Preliminary estimates show that the main portion of 
national product composition goes to crude oil and natural gas, followed 
»y construction, then transportation, storage, communications, retail and 
wholesale trade, restaurants and hotels; the remaining shares are distri- 
buted among various activities. The share of producers of services in the 
composition of national product is limited. To this may be added the 
share of import duties, which is limited also. 


In addition, in comparing the anticipated growth rates of economic activ- 
ity sector contribution to the composicion of gross domestic product dur- 
ing two time periods,1975-1980 and 1980-85, we find that the growth rates 
are on the increase as far as the oil, government and settled agricultural 
sectors and oil refining go, while the growth rate of the other sectors 
will decline during the second period as compared with the firsc. 


The Future of Per Capita Income 


To fact which the figures underline is that per capita income has been 
rising each year and that the rate of per capita share is increasing with 
the increase in gross domestic product in general and non-oil gross domes- 
tic product in particular. 


The distribution of per capita income by area is also affected to a large 
degree by the nature of the dominant economic activity in each area and 
the degree to which these activities contribute to the composition of gross 
domestic product. 


it has been shown that the area with the lowest per capita income in terms 
of gross domestic product is the Southwestern Province and that the area 
witnm the highest per capita income is the Western Province. 


Income in Terms of Rural and Urban Areas 


in view of the differing patterns of economic activity prevalent in urban 
and rural society and differences in the population and gross domestic pro- 
duct of both, the per capita share of gross domestic product between rural 
and urban areas differs. The basic rate of per capita income in urban 
areas totals 3,942 riyals while it reaches its maximum in non-oil transfor 
mation industries (20,310 riyals) and its minimum in agriculture--3, 306. 








The Economics of the Family and che Individual 


Actual data on the economic levels of individuals shows that the per 
capita income for the population as a whole was 3,400 Saudi riyals in 1975, 
that the estimated per capita income of urban inhabitants was about 3,900 
riyals, that the per capita income of rural inhabitants was about 2,700 


riyals, and that the per capita income of bedouins was only about 800 
riyais. 


Figures for 1977 show that the average per capita income in urban areas 
was 6,200 riyals, in rural areas was 3,700 riyals and in bedouin areas was 
only 900 riyals. 


Eactimates also show that the income level is expected to rise by 60 per- 
cent between 1975 and 1980 and by 41 percent between 1950 and 1985. 


Per Capita Cost of Living 


Investigating the per capita standard of living in the last quarter of 
1975, we find that rentals are confined to the major towns and small towns 
and that rentals in the former are high in proportion to the small towns, 
while village dwellers own their own homes and the inhabitants of farms are 
divided into Category One, those who harvest 50 percent of their food re- 
quirements, and Category Two, which harvests /all/ its food requirements 
except for tea and sugar. 


Calculating the level of per capita living costs in the last quarter of 
the years selected, it is clear that living costs are increasing in an ob- 
vious fashion in the big towns, followed by small towns, then villages, 
and that in spite of their increase in successive years, Category One farm 
costs of living are clearly higher than those in Category Two in view of 
the fact that their inhabitants produce all their food requirements except 
Sugar and tea. 


The Economics of the Intermediate Family 


Estimates of the costs of living of a family consisting of six persons 
(by family here is meant husband, wife and four children) and the income 
the family requires so that it may live above the sufficiency Level--mean 
ing that the family is not in a state of poverty--show clearly that the 
costs of living of the family are plainly higher in urban areas than in 
less urban ones and that the costs of living are also higher in areas 


which rely on their own production for their inhabitants’ food require- 
ments 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


WADI AL-DAWASIR AGRICULTURAL PROJECT SUMMARIZED 
Riyadh AL-*RIYADH, in Arabic 9 Jan 80 p 4 


/Article by ‘Adnan Sadiq: "The Wadi al-Dawasir Agricultural Development 
Project: A Portrait of Civilization and a Step on the Road to Self- 
Sufficiency"/ 


/‘Text/ In the context of the Saudi government and Saudi individuals’ am- 
bitious development plan; proceeding from the premise of diversifying 
sources of national income, reducing dependence on a single income source 
and creating alternate sources, and adopting a policy of attaining self- 

ufiieiency as far as possible; and in pursuit of the wise words of al- 
Fahd, the crown prince, who said "A rich nation is in reality one which 
can produce its food, not one which just has cash reserves,” the Ministry 
of Atriculture and Water has prepared many studies on numerous areas 
throughout our rich country and has chosen the Wadi al-Dawasir area, where 
it has established the Wadi al-Dawasir Agricultural Project. 


The Wadi al-Dawasir Agricultural Development Project aims at giving sub- 
stance to the ministry's plan to achieve self-sufficiency in the produc- 
tion of strategic crops. Its first stage, it is «estimated, will reclaim 
s12 hectares on which 12 strategic crops will be grown in accordance with 
rhe main lines of the ministry's agricultural development strategy, which 
are serious commercial exploitation, reliance on modern machinery, produc- 
tion of strategic crops, and the .raining of Saudi manpower to use the 
best ways and means of agricultural production. 


Constant Increase in the Rate of Food Consumption 


Up to 1976-77, the government distributed 42,500 hectares of virgin Land 
to peasants. Nonetheless the government, as represented by the ministry, 
observed that only a meager percentage of this acreage was being exploited 
because of a paucity of sources of financing, well-drilling equipment and 
advanced irrigation systems accessible to the private sector and peasants. 
in addition, the acreage apportioned to peasants for exploitation was 
small, which made it uneconomic for production or optimum exploitation 
with the use of advanced farming technology. 
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The ministry considered that enlarging the mission assigned to it would 
require further expansion and assumption of the responsibility for produc- 
ing strategic foodstuffs in order to limit imports of these commodities as 
far as possible and strive for self-reliance on their domestic production-- 
especially since the rate of food consumption increase has been experienc- 
ing a constant rise estimated at about 5.2 percent a year between 1971 anc 
1980; in addiction, the increase in agricultural imports has been faster 
than the growth of local agricultural output. 


Virgin Lands 


The choice for che site of this agricultural development project fell on 
the Wadi al-Dawasir area, because this area is remote from high-density 
population centers and has therefore not been exploited and is disting- 
uished from other agricultural regions by having virgin land. Also, most 
of the land in this area still belongs to the government. 


A study and detailed survey were actually made on this area in 1969. Agri- 
cultural resources in the form of water and crop land in this area were de- 
termined and it became apparent that this region relied on tne al-Wajid 
formation which qualitatively and quancitacively was relatively rich in 
water. 


After all these considerations, at the outset, beginning in the early part 
of 1°70, specific sums were allocated for the development of the area, but 
serious measures were not taken on the matter until 1977. 


The competent authorities made detailed studies to determine the course of 
development in the valley in the light of previous corresponding projects- - 
the Harad Project, the al-Ihsa’ Irrigation and Drainage Project, and the 
Jizan Project. 


As we have pointed out above, consideration was given to determining the 
kingdom's food requirements and the private agricultural sector's primary 
agricultural materials requirements. 


On this basis, an agricultural development program was set forth for the 
valley including both an actual beginning and startup at the same time, 
along with a detailed survey which would determine the requisite develop- 
ment area and the quantities of existing farmland there, while a start was 
actually made on establishment of a pilot production project to reclaim 
3,000 donums in the area and use was made of four irrigation methods to 
select the most suitable one for future development, with emphasis on the 
maximum use of machinery and reduced reliance on manpower during the pre- 
liminary project period. 


After the detailed survey, a 30,000-hectare area fit for farming actually 
was discovered in the valley. 
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Reclamation of 312 Hectares 


The ministry signed a 5-year contract with a domestic organization for the 
project on 6 April 1978 at total costs of more than 52,459,000 riyals, to 
cover a total area estimated in the contract at 312 hectares in the first 
stage of development. This was to establish an agricultural development 
and land reclamation project in this valley to farm 13 strategic crops in- 
cluding wheat, corn, bersim, potatoes, sugar beets, beans, soybeans, onions, 
garlic, grain, lentils and sunflowers. Production was to be in economic 
quantities to meet the needs of the greatest possible number of people and 
there was to be a field study of the yield of these crops, keeping those 
which were suitable for the climate of the region and eliminating those 
which were unsuitable, then finally concentrating on strategic crops and 
production in quantities which would cover the local market in the be- 
ginning then gradually saturate local markets. The domestic organization 
would take charge of the process of marketing and selling the produce; in 
exchange it would receive a commission on this process, while the basic re- 
turn would revert to the government; thus, this economic agricultural de 
velopment project would have two sides to its activity: attainment of 
self-sufficiency, or quasi self-sufficiency, in strategic crops, and diver- 
sification of domestic sources of income at the same time. 


bezinning of the project assumed two staxzes: 


In the first stage, which comprised the basic equipment stage, capital 
equipment and accessories were imported. This stage took about 10 to 12 
montns. 


The second stage, the operating stage, continued for a period of 4 years 
after conclusion of the first stage. Among the objectives of the second 
stage, as specified in the ambitious contract conditions, were two funda- 
mental goals--the experimental one of growing crops and the simultaneous 
yne of direct production. The experimental stage included the testing of 
suitable modes of irrigation, using the four modern methods which had been 
selected, and the testing of crop cultivation and suitable crops, elimin- 
ating those which were not suitable, in accordance with the nature and the 
climate of the region, striving for abundant production of basic strategic 
crops as far as possible in order to meet actual domestic requirements. 


The Difficulty at the Beginning and Output 


At the beginning it wae extremely difficult to create green life on land 
consisting of a collection of desert and little pastures, in areas unsuit- 
able for concentrated population on the sand dunes which surrounded the 
valley on all sides. 


lowever, the ambitious personnel and their righteous leaders insisted on 
turning these bleak arroyos into a garden, and this project took form as 
a lofty citadel in the midst of the desert and a portrait of civilization 








bearing witness to and speaking of the extent of the progress which the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia had attained in the realm of agriculture, land 
reclamation, the use of the most up to date equipment in farming, agri- 
cultural progress and modern technology. 


A number of project installation facilities were built, among them: 


Housing units: these consisted of 30 new housing units built in the most 
modern fashion, comprising two complexes, one containing family houses for 
people working on the project who had families and the other consisting of 
18 housing units for unmarried people working on the project. 


In addition, there was a kitchen outfitted with the most modern possible 
equipment, a recreation hall containing all existing recreation facilities, 
and washing machine rooms for people residing on the project lands. 


Agricultural facilities: these consisted of three installations for stor- 
ing seeds, comprising modern silos for storing grain and an integrated 
maintenance shop outfitted with the most up to date modern maintenance 
equipment, alongside another unit for storing products and agricultural 
raw materials, a storehouse for fertilizer, insecticides and herbicides, 

a pen for keeping the agricultural machinery used on the project lands, 
and fuel tanks. 


Four Irrigation Systems 


The Wadi al-Dawasir Agricultural Development Project was based on four ir- 
rigation systems, the objective being to test all four in order to examine 
and ascertain the system or systems appropriate for the area, which would 
subsequently be used in future project agricultural expansion activities. 
These four irrigation systems comprised the most modern international 
equipment developed, discovered and used in the most modern technical agri- 
cultural systems in the advanced countries and were, as follows: 


l. Two revolving irrigation system units with a capacity of 80 hectares 
each, both covering an irrigation area estimated at 160 hectares. 


2. A fixed irrigation system unit with a capacity of 48 hectares. 

3. A mobile irrigation system unit with a capacity of 2 hectares. 

4. A drip irrigation system with a capacity of 19 hectares. 

However, these systems have not yet been used at maximum capacity since 
there was not enough water in the preliminary stages and the entire pro- 


ject area had not been planted. Their capacity will be increased in 
future stages when planting of the area to be developed is completed. 
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Sources of energy on the project land were secured by the construction of 
three electricity units to produce operating power. The capacity of each 
unit is about 3,000 kilowatts. They work in shifts in operating the irri 
vation and pumping equipment and serve farming and housing facilities and 
installations. 


A station resembling the water gathering and pumping station will be built 
in future stages. A visitor to the area will observe that the integrated 
project land area has been surrounded by a wind barrier of trees and tama- 
risks. Grapevines and citrus trees will be planted this year. 


Visitors to the area truly confirm that all three irrigation systems have 
been put in operation and that three main strategic crops--wheat, bersim 
and corn--have been planted. In addition there are numerous wind barriers 
and other secondary crops, within the context of the 13 abovementioned 


crops. 


This important, vital project, which is to be considered a mirror of Saudi 
culture and development in the agricultural sphere, is linked with the 
city of Riyadh by a direct radio system and it is possible to contact the 
project directly from the city of Riyadh. 


Project Observation Station and Soil Laboratory 


~ 


The ministry considered that in order to round out the development project 
an observation station would have to be constructed. An agricultural ob- 
servation station has in fact been erected within the confines of the pro- 
ject and coordination has occurred between the Agricultural Development De- 
partment and the hydrology sections in order that the station may have the 
most modern systems and may be in line with the optimum system followed in 
stations similar to this. The station currently observes and measures 
rainfall, evaporation rates, atmospheric temperatures and wind direction 
and velocity to help in development of the agriculture in this area. 


A soil laboratory has also been built within the project facilities; this 
lucts repeated testing activities on the type and suitability of the 
soil for crops now being cultivated on the project lands in order to con- 
centrate on those crops which are suitable. The laboratory has been out- 

fitted with the most modern high-technology testing equipment. 


‘se of 25 Percent of Irrigation Capacity 

Tne water present and exploited in the project is drawn from the al-Wajid 

formation. There the wells are about 3,700 /meters/ below ground level. 

in most locations within the project lands, the wells are artesian. The 

uumber of wells irrigating the project and in full use .t present number 

five. One of them has a productive capacity estimated at 2,900 gallons 

er second. In addition there are the test (experimental) wells which the 
msulting firm drilled when work on the project land began. 





The area currently being farmed, and its crops, may be summarized as: 


Corn: About 20 hectares of this have now been cultivated; this is being 
irrigated by the axial irrigation system. The cultivated area accounts 
for about 25 percent of the maximum productive capacity of the irrigation 
system. God willing, the area under cultivation will be increased in the 
tollowing project development stages, which are to come soon: 


Bersim: about 35.6 hectares are being cultivated, broken down into three 
areas according to the irrigation systems used here: 


The axial irrigation system, irrigating about 20 hectares. 
The lateral irrigation system, irrigating about 10 hectares. 
The fixed irrigation system, irrigating about 8.6 hectares. 


wheat: this is grown on an area estimated at about 70 hectares. Some out- 
put has actually been marketed this year; this year wheat output came to 
approximately 161,200 kilograms, which earned about half a million riyals 
for the Saudi grain silos. 


Feasivle Production 


This is considered the equivalent of preliminary output and constitutes a 
eteat victory for the prospects of taming the desert and turning it into a 
ereen garden. The production is considered feasible, when one considers 
that it is preliminary and entails a number of experiments, obstacles and 
a transitional stage within the context of a Saudi society headed toward 
the attainment of near self-sufficiency in strategic crops. 


When the area was surveyed, about 30,000 hectares of arable land were dis- 
covered. If this area were planted with wheat alone over an area of just 
20 of these 30 /thousand/ hectares, it would yield about 380,000 tons of 
wheat at one time; this is a large share of our imports of this crop. 


Through the experimental farm (the test project) in the area, an appropri- 
ate system was chosen for general use throughout the region. It also be- 
came clear that the agricultural resources available are excellent. 


The ministry is now conducting detailed study in cooperation with the Food 
and Agricultural Organization to determine the system and pattern for 
future agricultural exploitation on our motherland's rich lands in the Wadi 
al-Dawasir area. Once the picture had become clear and thoroughly rounded 
out, the ministry set out a development policy of development in this sen- 
sitive area based on: 








Serious commercial investment. 
Nearly total reliance on modern machinery. 


Production of crops of a strategic nature which may be stored, processed 
and transported. 


Training of Saudi manpower to mauage the green oasis in the desert. 


Officials in the ministry consider, as do visitors to the area, that Wadi 
al-Dawasir will in the very near future be transformed into our precious 
country's breadbasket 


if the agricultural development set forth for the region follows its natur- 
al course and the opportunity is provided, the Kingdom may start to be 
self-sufficient in production of the strategic wheat crop in a manner which 
will be adequate and surplus to the requirement of the domestic markets. 
This is the most important victory which can be achieved in the project, 
since the current food situation is one of reliance on imports to a large 
degree. The gravity of this process is not lost on the reader; consequent - 
ly, the need for planning to develop and stimulate the domestic farming of 
strategic basic crops is of importance in the attainment of self-suffici- 


eT 


Thus Saudi will and wise leadership have managed to overcome the obstacles 
facing agricultural development in the kingdom. They have managed to over- 
come the climatic and natural obstacles in the form of shortages, poor 
quaiity of water resources and sand encroachment which constitute the main 
characteristic of the climate in the kingdom. They have managed to over 
come the problem of the breakdown of farmlands into small plots over vast 
areas. 


The preliminary evidence is that it is possible to achieve self-sufficiency, 
indeed to diversify national income sources. The Wadi al-Dawasir Develop 
ment Project for agricultural development has been a vivid, articulate pic- 
ture of the tremendous development the kingdom is witnessing in all facil- 
ities and major installations. 


It is the first stage of a project which will experience a greater expan- 
sion in coming years in the opinion of Food and Agricultural Organization 
experts, who are now conducting a lengthy study on project expansion on a 
broadened commercial scale and context, to meet the kingdom's need for 
basic strategic graixs, now that its economic feasibility has been 
established. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


DOMESTIC FOOD SUPPLY, DEMAIID SURVEYED 
Jiddah ‘UKAZ in Arabic 26 Dec 79 p 5 


/Article by Sadiq ‘Ali Ahmad: "Our Agricultural Products between Supply 
and Demand"/ 


/Text/ The water and agricultural sector is considered one of the most im- 
portant of the sectors /the country/ relies on in diversifying its sources 
of national income. Thus priority has been given to the sector of agri- 
culture and water in national development policy. 


The Development Plan 


l. To raise the sufficiency level and increase crop output and livestock 
production. 


2 To develop, preserve and exploit pastures and woodlands properly. 
3. To develop the kingdom's fish resources and develop the fish industry. 


4. To develop and maintain water resources and exploit them properly on 
sound scientific bases. 


5. To Diversify the eountry's crop output. 


Proceeding from these general objectives, it was natural that concentra- 
tion would be placed on the basic needs for growth in distributing invest- 
ments, experiments and surveys both preliminary and detailed in nature, 
considering that these are the basis for ascertaining the country's re- 
sources and natural and water sources, preparatory to developing them in 
sound ways, in addition to developing and improving actually known re 
sources. Equal to this in importance, and concurrent with it in timing, 
are expenditures tofrepare experts and manpower development in every sec- 
tor to make it possible to put the development plan into implementation. 


To supply these goals, the Ministry of Agriculture and Water did a survey, 
study and evaluation of the country's water and agricultural resources, 





including social and rural conditicns. To carry out this sort of compre- 
hensive survey, the ministry proceeded to break the kingdom down into eight 
regions, assigning the study of six regions to three international firms, 
which have completed their studies; preparation is now being made for a 
survey of the other two areas. 


The results of the comprehensive survey of water and agricultural re- 
sources in the kingdom show that the topography and soil of some territor- 
ies are suitable for farming and that the possibilities of groundwater re- 
serves which can be replenished are to a large extent encouraging. The 
ministry has taken up irrigation, drainage and land reclamation projects, 
and has finished allocating the most important funding to agricultural out- 
put and guidance of farmers in sound irrigation water use methods. 


with the objective of expanding vertical agricultural development, the min- 
istry has proceeded to introduce modern agricultural techniques into agri- 
cultural output by encouraging farmers to use new kinds of high-yield, 
disease-resistant seeds and to pursue modern drainage methods. It has also 
striven to encourage expansion in the use of chemical fertilizers and farm 
machinery as well as applying an encouragement bonus system which offers 
farmers, among them raisers of livestock (sheep, goats and camels), mater- 
ia’ aid, equipment for poultry and dairy farms, cattle and crop transporta- 
tior ind palm seedlings, in addition to fodder, fertilizer and agricultur- 
: ,inery subsidies suited to production and local environment needs. 


Pla roduction 
rain ts considered to be one of the most important of tood crops. The 
kingdom, according to data for 1975-76, produces about 230,000 tons of 


wheat, which represents 25 percent of total consumption in the kingdom, 
and the grain area in the recent period came to /missing/. 


Veeetable production in the kingdom occupies second place, after grain. 
The food resources are good, especially since some of them, such as 
‘omatoes, onions, and watermelons, whose production came to about 250,000 
tons in 1975-76, are exported to gulf countries at specific times. In ad- 
lition, potato farming as a food crop produced for carbonhydrates has been 
» success, and it has been possible to introduce potatoes to 14 of the 
awricultural and water departments in the kingdom this year; the potato 
farming project was adopted in 1976. It was possible to produce a total 
2,000 tons locally in 197s. 


A warehouse with a storage capacity of 200 tons has been constructed for 
sid storage of potato seeds at al Khar}, and a start has been made on the 
onstruction of cold storage warehouses in al-Qusaym and al-Hufuf with a 

storaee capacity of 500 tons apiece. 


provide vegetables in volumes which will meet the main towns’ require- 
ents in all seasons, farming under controlled environment conditions 
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(protected farming) has been introduced through the use of greenhouses, or 
plastic houses, supplied with temperature and humidity control devices. 

In addition, modern irrigation equipment is being used which has the effect 
of limiting water consumption, using the drip system, spraying or spread- 
ing (vapor). 


Dates head the fruit crops produced in the kingdom. 
Fish Resources 


The kingdom has long stretches of coastline on the Red Sea and the Arab 
Gulf. On the Red Sea, where its shores extend for a distance of approxi- 
mately 1,850 kilometers, most of the coast consists of coral reefs, except 
for the Arkhabil and Farasan plains and some small plains or the coasts at 
al-Wajh and al-Khuraybah. The coast also extends for a distance of about 
500 kilometers on the Arab Guif, where extensive fishing activities have 
taken place since ancient times along both shores. However, the fishing 
methods followed in the past have not been considered economically feasible 
in the face of the waves of diversified job sources in competing areas; as 
a result, willingness to engage in fishing has declined in recent times. 
Therefore the development strategy the government has adopted includes at- 
tention to fish resource development and the preparation of necessary 
studies for development of fish catch areas and existing fishing activities. 

immecous studies and much research are being carried out in this field on 
the local and regional levels. 


One coastal laboratory has also been built in Jiddah along with one in al- 
Dammam. This study and research has the objective of developing and improv- 
ing fish resources; there are related studies on fishing harbors and the ex- 
tent and importance of building modern fishing harbors, providing them with 
special ice plants, providing fishermen's ice requirements at cost price, 
and providing special piers for fishermen's skiffs. The study also in- 
cluded means for processing fish by cold and hot smoking; in addition there 
has been a study on the possibility of creating marine fish farms in the 
kingdom and a study on modern fish markets. 


It is also expected that these will include other studies on the marine er. 


vironment from the physical, biological, chemical, geological, and geophys- 
ical standpoints--fish, shellfish and plankton catch areas, and so forth. 
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